
Bent Arrow 
The brand of confidence, quality and longevity 

Enquires: 
 

Moira O’Brien 
Coodardie Brahmans 

Numul Numul & Coodardie Stations 
Mataranka NT 

Ph: 08-89754955 
 

 
 

Doug Jenkins 
Landmark, Katherine 
Mobile: 0428-186086 

OR 
Your  

Preferred Agent 
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A special offering  
of 24 Bulls 

For Sale by Private Treaty 
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The following bulls are being offered for sale in the 
paddock at “Coodardie”, Mataranka.  
 
The price listed (plus GST) is a starting point from 
which we will accept offers.  We reserve the right to 
sell on  a first in first served basis. If more than one 
party expresses an interest in the same bull we will be 
up front with you in discussions and let you know there 
is other interest.  
 
The bulls were photographed and semen tested in April 
2007 and Supergene Evaluated in Dec 2006. Purple 
than Blue are the top 2 out of 5  group rankings in 
Supergene. Palatability is ranked out of a possible 8, 
with 8 being the tastiest. 1AA is the highest tenderness 
rating followed by 1A, 1B, 1.5 and 2.  
 
A travel rebate of $100 per bull is available for bulls 
purchased prior to 30th June 2007. 
 
For further information and enquires please contact us. 
 
We urge you to inspect the bulls yourself or through 
your selected representative. 
 

*** Also don’t miss our 2007 HERD BULL OFFERING  
selling individually or in deck lots *** 
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Background 

Coodardie Brahmans is a stud and commercial Brahman cattle operation based at 
Coodardie and Numul Numul stations, 400km and 510 km respectively south-east of 
Darwin in the Northern Territory. Coodardie Brahmans is the trading name of 
Coodardie Pty Ltd which is owned and operated by the O’Brien family. In November 
2001 the family sold their NT floodplain station, Carmor Plains, and moved their entire 
operation, which includes 3000 high quality Brahman cattle, to Numul Numul Station 
south east of Mataranka. It was at this time at which Coodardie Pty Ltd was formed. 
Prior to this the business traded as MJ & RS O’Brien. Numul Numul is leased from the 
local Numul Numul Aboriginal Corporation. In 2003, Coodardie was formed. It is a 
5000 acre freehold property on the outskirts of Mataranka. It is the home and stud base 
of Coodardie Brahmans and the O’Brien Family. 
 

Core Business 

Coodardie Brahman’s core business is providing Brahman herd bulls for breeding 
purposes to other stations across Northern Australia.  Each Coodardie Brahman bull is 
identified on the rump by the Coodardie brand – the Bent Arrow – and an individual 
identification number. Currently between 120 - 200 Coodardie bulls are sold each year 
to between 5 and 12 purchasers. Many of these are repeat buyers. All the bulls are sold 
in the paddock either privately or through an Agent.  

Stud History 

Coodardie Brahman stud was formed in 1976 in north Queensland by Mike and Rory 
O’Brien (MJ and RS O’Brien). From modest beginnings the stud herd grew to a 
strength of in excess of 1500 registered breeding cows. This was boosted by the largest 
single stud purchase in Australia – 600 Cherokee stud cows at $3000 each in 1991. 
Coodardie led the way in single stud annual production sales in Charters Towers, north 
Queensland in 1991 to 1993, as well as holding their own sale in Katherine, Northern 
Territory in 1990. In 1993 the O’Briens sold their Queensland properties and moved to 
Carmor Plains Station, NT, taking with them 2500 head of their Coodardie Brahmans. 
2001 saw the O’Brien Family leave the floodplains of Carmor Plains and move their 
now 3000 Brahmans to the better breeding country of Numul Numul Station in the 
Roper Valley, Mataranka.  



 Quietly plugging away in the backwaters of the 
Northern Territory brothers Mike and Rory O’Brien 
believed in their cattle, their Coodardie Brahmans. 
They are different to the industry standard, different 
to the modern day conventional  and fashionable 
Brahman.  

Whilst Coodardie has always had its small band of 
loyal  supporters  their  worth  has  often  been 
overlooked, undervalued and at times even ridiculed. 
Despite industry and market peer pressure, Mike 
stood to his principles, ignored the ebbs and flows of 
fashions and fads and for the past 30 years has bred 
true  to  his  beliefs—chasing  an  animal  that  is 
inherently fertile, functional and dependable, that 
yields well, tastes great and is easy to handle—all 
the while doing this consistently off the grass with 
little assistance. The fundamental difference being 
that flat bone, not coarse, heavy and round,  is the 
foundation for all the above to occur.   

Seventeen years ago Mike met a man who shared 
this  philosophy and had developed a system to 
objectively evaluate and select animals which would 
lead to genetic gain and improvement that met this 
criteria. That man is Peter Chilcott and the system is 
Supergene Livestock Evaluation.  Mike, his family 
and  brother  Rory  believed  in  the  principles  of 
Supergene and were willing to subject the entire 
herd (over 3000 head) to evaluation and act on the 
results. Supergene objectively ranks animals on 26 
traits grouped into carcass, functional, maternal and 
palatability.  The assessed are identified by bold 
coloured Supergene eartags – purple being the top 
ranking animals then blue and pink; yellow for herd 
animals; and finally green for culls. In 1989 the 
Coodardie  herd  had  a  mixture  of  colours  but 
weighted towards the middle of the scale. Mike 
listened  and  watched  intently  and  aimed  for 
continual improvement.  

Since 1989, the O’Brien Family and their Coodardie 
Brahmans relocated from North Queensland to the 
Northern  Territory.  They  have  battled  drought, 
excessive  wets  and  treacherous  floodplain 
conditions. It could be said that natural selection has 
played a large part on the herd and survival of the 
fittest has applied. The Coodardie herd, formed 30 
years ago is based on the old Australian bloodlines 
of Cherokee and Tyagarah. With the exception of 
Cherokee and sister studs, Coodardie has remained a 
closed herd.  In the intervening years Mike and Peter 
lost  touch  but  Mike’s  interest  and  belief  in 
Supergene never waned.  

Seventeen years on, Mike saw a Supergene field 
day  being  advertised  at  Figtree  in  North 
Queensland. Despite that being a busy time of the 
year  on  the  station,  Mike  organised  an  NT 
delegation and drove nearly 3000km one way to 
attend the function. The resutls that Figtree are 
achieving through the use of Supergene is mind 
boggling and impressive – a doubling of branding 
percentage in only a few years (same branding 
numbers  from half  the number  of  cows)  plus 
improved taste and palatibility of their steers. This 
re-energised  and  enthused  Mike   and  in  mid 
December 2006, he brought Peter Chilcott to the 
Northern Territory to assess the herd – this time 
sale and sire bulls. It is fair to say that Peter was 
blown away with what he saw and felt (much of 
the assessment is done crush side and by feeling 
the hide, bone and testicles). The quality of the 
herd was outstanding.  Of the 234 bulls assessed 
(ranging from 12mths old to mature 14 year old 
sires) 31 achieved top purple status, 6 of those 
being double purple. This high a percentage of elite 
animals has never before been recorded in the 20 
years of the Supergene Evaluations world wide. 
Most breeders are pleased if 1 or 2 of their animals 
receive the often elusive  purple  tag.   Strongly 
supporting the Coodardie Purples were 60 blue 
tags and 43 pink.  68 bulls were culled and the 
following day all were sent for slaughter via the 
live export trade or castrated. Included in these was 
the  2005  Katherine  Show  Reserve  Senior 
Champion. No favouritism was shown in the bid to 
make an already good herd even better and more 
consistent.  

The cow herd is next to be scrutinised and 
evaluated but seeing the animals that they are 
producing and quick paddock inspection, 
Supergene founder, Peter Chilcott and the O’Brien 
Family are rightly excited about the prospects. A 
truly SUPER herd – a raw diamond - has been 
discovered and about to receive a tender and loving 
cut & polish to reveal its true strength, value, 
beauty and potential.  

Welcome and thank you for embracing this 
opportunity to secure leading edge genetics 
that can assist your herd to reach its 
potential. 

It is with pleasure that we present this special offering of  two dozen select sires. 

“Grass Fed – Quality Bred” 

The following bulls are in paddock condition and ready to go. They have received 
mineral supplementation but no grain or performance ration. We believe in 
functional cattle that perform out in the paddock year in, year out.  These bulls 
epitomise that. 

This selection of bulls are the elite of the Supergene Livestock Evalaution System. 
They are from high performing maternal cows and when put to complimentary 
matings will produce consistency in high fertility, functionality, palatability and 
tenderness.  

Each year, Coodardie Brahmans produce approximately 200 herd and select sires. 
These bulls are produced from the high quality Coodardie cow base of over 1000 
Matrons. Since Coodardie’s conception in 1976 there has been no cow graded 
up—they have been pure Brahman (with high Zebu influence) throughout their 
entire pedigree. This Brahman purity through and through and high Zebu 
consistency gives HYBRID VIGOUR even over many pure Brahman herds. 

Our cattle are continually being assessed both visually and physically for 
performance, confirmation and fertility. Anything that does not come up to our 
high standards is instantly removed from the breeding herd. Coodardie Brahmans 
are genetically quiet. Stress-free stock handling and management ensures that they 
remain this way. 

We look forward to sharing with you the benefits of Coodardie Brahman Bulls in 
your herd. 
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EarTag: Purple 1222/Yellow 2509 
Year #: 6  Horn: Poll 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm: 95% 
Scrotal Circumference: 30cm 
Serving Capacity: 40 
 

Comments 
Natural poll (Sire Coodardie Polar Bear); beautiful 
length  

Price from:  $3000 
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EarTag: Purple 1326 
Year #: 5  
Horn: Dehorn 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm: 98% 
Scrotal Circumference:30cm Serving Capacity:  0 
 

Comments 
Extremely virile and fertile bull, strong red colour 
& muscle 

Supergene Rating 
Group: Purple 
Tenderness: 1B 
Palatability: 6 
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  8742 
EarTag:  
Purple 1331 
Year #: 5 (2nd quarter) 
Horn: Dehorn 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm:  
Scrotal Circumference:31cm Serving Capacity: 70 
 

Comments 
Neat and tidy, good pigment and temperament 

Supergene Rating 
Group: Purple  
Tenderness: 1A 
Palatability: 7 

 Price From:  $5000 
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EarTag: Blue. 1957 
Year #: 5  
Horn: Dehorn 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm: 97% 
Scrotal Circumference:29cm Serving Capacity: 50 
 

Comments 
Neat and tidy, good pigment and temperament 

Supergene Rating 
Group: Blue  
Tenderness: 1B 
Palatability: 7 

Price From:  $4000 

Price from:  $5000 
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Supergene Rating 
Group: Purple 
Palatability: 7 
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  8615 
EarTag: Blue 1964 
Year #: 5 (2nd qtr) 
Horn: Dehorn 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm: 97% 
Scrotal Circumference: 28cm Serving Capacity: 50 
 

Comments 
A beefy old style bull with plenty of sire appeal  - 
grandson of Duke de Manso (IMP) 

Supergene Rating 
Group: Blue 
Tenderness: 1B 
Palatability: 6 

Price from:  $4000 
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  8641 
EarTag: Blue 1972 
Year #: 5 (2nd qtr) 
Horn: Dehorn 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm: 97% 
Scrotal Circumference: 29cm (long)  
Serving Capacity:  40 
 

Comments 
A long tidy bull: note the exceptionally long fine tail 

Supergene Rating 
Group: Blue 
Tenderness: 1.5 
Palatability: 7 

Price from:  $4000 
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  8754 
EarTag: Blue. 1985 
Year #: 5 (2nd qtr) 
Horn: Dehorn 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm: 97% 
Scrotal Circumference:28cm long 
Serving Capacity:  70 
 

Comments 
A gentle and honest bull with plenty of potential 

Supergene Rating 
Group: Blue  
Tenderness: 1.5 
Palatability: 6 

Price from:  $4000 
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  8755 
EarTag: Blue. 1984 
Year #: 5 
Horn: Dehorn 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm: 3% 
Scrotal Circumference: 35cm Serving Capacity: 60 
 

Comments 
Half Nellore; Exceptional growth, length and depth; 
hardy and virile 

Supergene Rating 
Group: Blue  
Tenderness: 2 
Palatability: 5 

Price from:  $4000 
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  8475 
EarTag: Blue 1991 
Year #: 4 
Horn: Dehorn 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm: 95% 
Scrotal Circumference: 31cm Serving Capacity: 50 
 

Comments 
A solid white bull with plenty of depth and muscle 

Supergene Rating 
Group: Blue 
Tenderness: 1B 
Palatability: 7 

Price from:  $4000 
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  8607 
EarTag: Blue 1954 
Year #: 5 (2nd quarter) 
Horn: Dehorn 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm: 85% 
Scrotal Circumference: 32cm Serving Capacity: 50 
 

Comments 
A long bull with great heart girth and capacity by 
Tyagarah Laredo Moon (high fertility performance) 

Supergene Rating 
Group: Blue 
Tenderness: 1.5 
Palatability: 6 

Price from:  $4000 
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  8601 
EarTag: Blue. 1947 
Year #: 5 (2nd qtr) 
Horn: Dehorn 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm:  
Scrotal Circumference:31cm Serving Capacity: 50 
 

Comments 
Half Nellore; exceptional growth for age 

Supergene Rating 
Group: Blue  
Tenderness: 1.5 
Palatability: 6 

Price from:  $4000 
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  8613 
EarTag: Purple 1224/Yellow 2506 
Year #: 5 (2nd qtr) 
Horn: Dehorn 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm: 95% 
Scrotal Circumference: 30cm Serving Capacity: 40 
 

Comments 
Pure style and grace; long, functional & classy 

Price from:  $4000 
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EarTag: Blue. 1970 
Year #: 5  
Horn: Dehorn 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm: 97% 
Scrotal Circumference: 29cm Serving Capacity: 60 
 

Comments 
Excellent temperament, good hooded eye and deep 
body 

Supergene Rating 
Group: Blue  
Tenderness: 1.5 
Palatability: 7 

 Price from:  $4000 
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EarTag: Blue. 1983 
Orange 273 
Year #: 6  
Horn: Dehorn 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm: 95% 
Scrotal Circumference:29cm Serving Capacity: 40 
 

Comments 
An extremely tidy young bull with a lot of potential 

Supergene Rating 
Group: Blue  
Tenderness: 1A 
Palatability: 6 

Price from:  $4000 
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EarTag: Blue. 1988 
Year #: 5  
Horn: Dehorn 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm: 97% 
Scrotal Circumference:28cm  Serving Capacity: 60 
 

Comments 
Strong Zebu characteristics from the head to 
hindquarter 

Supergene Rating 
Group: Blue  
Tenderness: 1.5 
Palatability: 7 

Price from:  $4000 
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EarTag: Blue. 1993 
Year #: 5  
Horn: Dehorn 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm:  
Scrotal Circumference:31cm  
Serving Capacity:  60 
 

Comments 
Very deep body and good heart girth. (Note, short 
tail due to injury) 

Supergene Rating 
Group: Blue  
Tenderness: 1A 
Palatability: 6 

Price from:  $4000 
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  7808 
EarTag: Purple 1316 
Year #: 3  
Horn: Dehorn 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm: 95% 
Scrotal Circumference: 36cm Serving Capacity: 70 
 

Comments 
Large capacity bull with tidy underline 

Supergene Rating 
Group: Purple 
Tenderness: 1A 
Palatability: 6 

Price from:  $4000 
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  8025 
EarTag: Purple 1330 
Year #: 4 (2nd quarter) 
Horn: Dehorn 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm: 85% 
Scrotal Circumference: 31cm Serving Capacity: 50 
 

Comments 
Handy white bull showing Sir Mogul Arauto (IMP) 
breeding 

Supergene Rating 
Group: Purple 
Tenderness: 1B 
Palatability: 7 

Price from:  $4000 
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  8168 
EarTag: Blue. 1963 
Year #: 5 (2nd quarter) 
Horn: Dehorn 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm: 97% 
Scrotal Circumference:33cm Serving Capacity: 60 
 

Comments 
A fleshy old-style Brahman with plenty of sire 
appeal 

Supergene Rating 
Group: Blue  
Tenderness: 1.5 
Palatability: 6 

Price from:  $4000 
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  8307 
EarTag: Blue. 1969 
Year #: 4  
Horn: Dehorn 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm: 97% 
Scrotal Circumference: 35cm Serving Capacity: 50 
 

Comments 
A solid, strong red muscular bull with excellent 
testicles 

Supergene Rating 
Group: Blue  
Tenderness: 1B 
Palatability: 6 

Price from:  $4000 
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  8330 
EarTag: Blue 1950 
Year #: 4 (2nd qtr)  
Horn: Dehorn 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm: 95% 
Scrotal Circumference: 33cm Serving Capacity: 70 
 

Comments 
A growthy bull with plenty of capacity 

Supergene Rating 
Group: Blue 
Tenderness: 1B 
Palatability: 7 

Price from:  $4000 
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  8405 
EarTag: Blue 1955 
Year #: 5 (1st qtr) 
Horn: Dehorn 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm: 85% 
Scrotal Circumference: 31cm Serving Capacity: 50 
 

Comments 
A smooth young bull with plenty of positive Zebu 
style 

Supergene Rating 
Group: Blue 
Tenderness: 1.5 
Palatability: 6 

Price from:  $4000 
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  8451 
EarTag: Blue. 1944 
Year #: 4 (2nd qtr) 
Horn: Dehorn 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm: 97% 
Scrotal Circumference:36cm Serving Capacity: 50 
 

Comments 
A strong dark red bull oozing with masculinity 

Supergene Rating 
Group: Blue  
Tenderness: 1A 
Palatability: 6 

Price from:  $4000 
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  8456 
EarTag: Blue. 1996 
Year #: 5 (1st qtr)  
Horn: Poll 
 

Fertility Analysis 
%  Normal Sperm: 97% 
Scrotal Circumference: 30cm Serving Capacity: 50 
 

Comments 
A gentle natural poll bull descended from the highly 
productive Cherokee Genie (poll) female line  

Supergene Rating 
Group: Blue  
Tenderness: 1.5 
Palatability: 6 

Price from:  $4000 


